Caries and the preschool child: treatment of the preschool child in the hospital service.
Dental treatment of the preschool child in hospital is usually carried out under a general anaesthetic, following referral from a dentist. The reasons for a general anaesthetic are that the child has either proved unable to accept treatment because of dental anxiety or extreme youth or has a severe medical problem which requires dental care to be carried out in a hospital environment. The costs of such treatment are necessarily high and account of these is taken in the description of the services offered and their organization. The need for prevention is also stressed.